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ABOUT ALEX
Hi, I'm Alex Thompson, Your Inner West Sydney Real Estate Expert. I
help people invest in Sydney's Inner West property market, with a special
focus on international buyers. My real estate story is personal - it goes
back decades and really shows why I love helping overseas investors find
their perfect Sydney property.

I grew up in Balmain, one of Sydney's most charming Inner West suburbs.
Those beautiful old Victorian terraces and the tight-knit community feel
shaped who I am today. My parents ran a small café on Darling Street,
where I spent countless afternoons helping out after school. Chatting with
customers - lifelong locals to wide-eyed newcomers falling in love with
Sydney - sparked my interest in how people choose where to live and put
down roots.
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My love of buildings and city life led me to study Urban Planning at the
University of Sydney. While there, I worked part-time with a company
focused on sustainable housing projects. This hands-on experience taught
me so much about balancing new developments with community needs.

After uni, I started working in finance with international clients. The role
gave me great insights into global investment patterns and what overseas
investors need. But something was missing;  I realised it was the community
connection I'd grown up with.

Everything clicked when an old family friend from overseas asked me to
help them buy a property in Sydney. As I helped them through the
process, I saw how tough it could be for international buyers to get their
footing in the Australian property market. That experience brought me
back to my roots in the Inner West and showed me exactly what I wanted
to do with my career.

I switched to real estate, focusing on the area I know and love - Sydney's
Inner West. Over the years, I've built my business on honest advice and
personal service. My background in finance and urban planning helps me
give international investors the full picture of what they're buying into.

The Inner West is special. From Balmain to Newtown to Marrickville, each
suburb has its own character but shares great access to the city and
excellent transport links. The mix of old and new architecture draws all
sorts of people, from young professionals to families.

The area keeps growing too. Take Marrickville's new $1.5 billion housing
project - it's set to add over 1,000 apartments, including affordable options.
Projects like this show just how much potential the Inner West has.

If you're looking to buy property in Australia as a non-resident, there are
specific rules and steps to follow. I'd love to walk you through them and
help make the process smoother.
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Sydney’s pull as a place to buy property stems from its consistent population
increases coupled with its much sought-after lifestyle, resulting in considerable
demand and prices. However, the worth of property changes substantially from
one suburb to the next. Where a property is located, its ease of access to amenities
and the building itself each play a big part in what it costs. A noticeable influence
on Sydney’s property market is also foreign investment. For those buying from
overseas, it is essential to know how specific regulations and taxes affect their
purchases and overall investments. Successfully engaging with the market requires
an awareness of its periodic nature and the potential effect on investment returns.
We now turn to the Inner West. This part of the city contains various suburbs, each
with unique investment possibilities. Its closeness to the Sydney CBD enhances its
attractiveness. This area also benefits from a desirable lifestyle, increasing tenant
demand, while continuing development improves property values. 

A variety of property types can suit differing investment needs and strategies. The
Inner West offers considerable opportunities for investors with good rental
demand, capital growth potential, and a selection of properties to choose from.

Imagine a city where the pull of sun-drenched beaches meets the pulse of a global
metropolis. That’s Sydney, and its property market is a subject of constant
conversation, particularly for those looking to invest from afar. This market
presents a particular set of circumstances. High demand and substantial prices are
common features, products of the city’s consistent population gains and its
appealing lifestyle. Within Sydney, property values differ markedly between areas.
Where a property sits, its access to facilities and its type greatly influence what it
will cost.

For international buyers, certain regulations and taxes introduce unique
considerations. These include foreign investment taxes, stamp duty, and capital
gains tax. Such fees can have a considerable effect on the overall financial sense of a
purchase. also a factor. Sydney’s property scene sees times of rapid price increases
as well preiodic adjustment. Understanding these patterns helps international
investors make smarter choices. Population numbers are a substantial force.
Sydney’s population continues to grow, with projections placing it above six
million by 2036. This continuous  growth, resulting from both births and people 

Discovering Sydney
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moving in, places pressure on the demand for housing and, in turn, prices.
Another important consideration is the city’s physical makeup. As a coastal city,
Sydney’s geographic features limit the land available for new construction. This
shortage of space, coupled with the desire to live in the city, pushes up values,
especially in the central and surrounding areas. Finally, foreign investment acts as
a strong influence on the city’s property market. Overseas buyers, drawn to
Sydney’s stable economy, good living conditions, and prospects for increased
value, have become a significant factor. This is particularly true in the higher-
priced, more exclusive parts of the market.

Why the Inner West?

Sydney’s Inner West: a magnet for investment. This region, a collection of distinct
suburbs, holds an appeal for astute investors both within Australia and
internationally. Its draw is not accidental; it’s built upon a combination of location,
growth, and character that provides a spectrum of chances for those with varying
investment plans.

One of the main reasons for the Inner West’s desirability is its proximity to
Sydney’s central business district. This closeness allows both residents and
investors quick access to city employment, amenities, and commerce. This
convenient access adds to the attraction of the area, making it a favoured location
for both residential and business purposes. Further adding to its appeal, the Inner
West is currently seeing ongoing construction and infrastructure projects. These
developments are contributing to increased property values and creating growth
potential for investors. New buildings, improved transit, and upgrades to public
spaces are changing the region. These improvements not only make the area more
appealing for people to live in, but also increase property values over time. This
makes the Inner West a very tempting option for anyone looking to invest.

The area’s investment potential is broad, with many types of properties available.
You will find modern apartments and older homes, providing a range of options to
fit various financial capacities and investment strategies. This allows investors to
construct portfolios that take advantage of the growth possibilities within each
suburb.
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The allure of the Inner West is undeniable, particularly for those with an eye
for property investment. This region, known for its appealing atmosphere and
rich mix of residents, offers a compelling proposition. It’s not just one thing;
it’s a combination of factors that make it a desirable location. A look around
shows a wide selection of properties, appealing to various budgets and tastes.
Whether someone is after a sleek, modern apartment or a charming,
established house, the Inner West presents a selection to fit varied needs.

A key reason for the Inner West’s attraction is the consistently strong demand
for rental properties. This high demand is a positive for investors, as it means
fewer periods without tenants and dependable income streams. The area’s
lifestyle benefits – its many cafes, parks, and events – draw people looking for
a place to settle long-term. This sustained interest in the area, from those
looking to rent, provides security for those investing.

Sydney’s Inner West: A Magnet for Investors

Further boosting the Inner West’s attraction are ongoing improvements to
local infrastructure. These projects are making the area more connected and
accessible, which increases its potential for growth. These improvements,
alongside a history of increasing property values, highlight the capital
growth opportunities available to investors in the Inner West. This makes it a
place where a wise investor can reasonably expect good returns over time.

The range of property types available makes the Inner West accessible to a
wide spectrum of investors. From those just starting out to seasoned
property owners, the market presents possibilities for all. This means that an
investor can find something that fits their financial situation and their
preferences. It’s an area where a person looking for their first property, or
someone building a large portfolio, can find something of interest.
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“The Inner West consistently
attracts both renters and
those looking to invest,
thanks to its unique lifestyle
offerings that make it stand
out from other locations.”

Beyond the financial gains, the area
itself provides an attractive place to
be. Its community feel and various
lifestyle offerings are a large part of
its appeal. This, in turn, fuels rental
demand and adds to the potential for
capital appreciation, which is always
a key concern for any investor. For an
investor, this means more than just a
place to put their money; it means a
chance to be a part of a desirable
location. The strong interest from
renters and the potential for property
values to grow makes it an appealing
choice for anyone looking to put their
money into a reliable area.
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Imagine a place where your property aspirations meet a variety of possibilities. The
Inner West of Sydney presents just such a setting, a property market rich in choices
that caters to many investment approaches and financial situations. This area is
known for its appealing combination of convenience and character, making it a
compelling location for anyone considering property investment.

The variety of property types is a key characteristic of the Inner West. 

Let’s begin with freestanding houses. These come in many sizes and with varied
land areas. You might find a smaller cottage or a larger home intended for families.
These options can attract investors who want larger grounds, outside areas, or the
potential to expand in the future. What influences the availability and price of these
houses? It’s largely determined by the particular suburb and its closeness to
amenities.

Apartments also play a big part in the Inner West’s property offerings. They range
from small studios to more spacious penthouses. Often, these are appealing to those
who want lower-maintenance properties, such as younger people, or those who are

Property Types Available in the Inner West
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downsizing. Again, the availability and price can change significantly based on the
specific location, its accessibility to transportation, and the proximity of lifestyle
centres.

Another unique offering of the Inner West is the presence of terrace houses. These are
properties with a history, often showing intricate facades and details that recall past
times. These properties can be an interesting investment, giving options for upgrades,
conversions, or sometimes further building, all of which depend on the property and
local building rules.

The type of property available in the Inner West is tied directly to the location itself.
Some suburbs have more apartments, while others have more terrace houses or
freestanding homes. For investors, it’s helpful to know the specific character and
patterns within each suburb. This understanding can aid in making better investment
decisions, ones that fit both financial limits and investment goals. The Inner West’s
property offerings provide many opportunities for investors. Whether you are drawn
to the convenience of apartments, the historical appeal of terrace houses, or the
adaptability of freestanding homes, there are several choices available. These 
allow for many approaches and fit different financial capacities.

Sydney’s Inner West presents a compelling story for property investors. It’s an area that
offers a broad spectrum of opportunities, from established houses to modern
apartments and convenient townhouses. Whether you’re starting out or adding to an
existing portfolio, the Inner West can accommodate various investment goals and
budgets. The key is to understand the specific traits that make this part of Sydney so
appealing.

One of the most important factors for success in this region is transport. Properties
located near train stations and bus routes tend to perform well. Easy access to these
facilities makes commuting much simpler for residents, which, in turn, leads to higher
demand and better capital growth. Proximity to major transport hubs is not just a
convenience; it is a significant factor driving rental interest and long-term increases in
value.

Within the Inner West, some areas have shown particular promise in recent times.
These locations often benefit from a combination of excellent transport connections and
nearby amenities. 

Identifying Investment Opportiunities
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Careful investigation of these specific, high-growth locations can be a good
strategy for investors seeking the best possible returns. By focusing on these
spots, investors can potentially benefit from the ongoing rise in value.

Of course, a solid return on investment also means thinking about rental
yields. Identifying areas with high tenant interest, such as those close to
universities, workplaces, or well-regarded community spots, is a good
approach. This strategy provides a consistent flow of income. This can be very
helpful for those wanting a steady passive income source.

Finally, it’s worth considering the potential for development. Some properties
offer scope for renovations, expansions, or other forms of value-adding
modifications. Projects like these can provide opportunities to create extra
value and increase profits. However, investors should always make a careful
assessment of the possible challenges and practicalities of such projects before
proceeding. Understanding the particular characteristics of the Inner West and
matching this understanding with your investment strategy can help to
achieve success in this popular and sought-after part of Sydney.
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For an overseas investor, purchasing property can seem a complex undertaking,
filled with unique considerations. The first step involves understanding the approval
processes, specifically the role of the Foreign Investment Review Board, which often
dictates whether a purchase can proceed. Beyond this initial hurdle, there are several
areas that require careful consideration. Engaging a solicitor experienced in
international transactions will be invaluable when dealing with the intricacies of
Australian property law and ensuring that your rights as a buyer are protected. How
you structure ownership will impact tax obligations, so expert advice is necessary.
Planning for costs like stamp duty is vital for sound financial management.

Furthermore, determining borrowing capacity, exploring loan options specific to
non-residents, and preparing for larger deposit requirements are essential steps.
Given the variations in tax laws and the potential impacts of currency fluctuation,
securing proper professional counsel in these areas will prove invaluable to making
a solid investment. Finally, securing pre-approval and enlisting the help of a
specialist mortgage broker will greatly facilitate the purchasing process.

Imagine the sun setting over the iconic Sydney Harbour Bridge, its silhouette
reflected in the waters of the Inner West. For an overseas investor, this image
represents more than just a picturesque scene; it embodies opportunity. However,
purchasing property in this desirable location comes with specific requirements,
beginning with the Foreign Investment Review Board, or FIRB. This body has a
significant role in approving foreign purchases of Australian property.
FIRB approval is frequently a requirement for overseas buyers and acts as a
safeguard, ensuring foreign investment benefits Australia’s economy and aligns with
its policies. Ignoring this requirement can cause serious problems. Transactions may
be rendered invalid, potentially leading to considerable legal and monetary losses.
So, gaining a clear grasp of the FIRB procedure is essential.

It’s advisable for overseas investors to seek assistance from a solicitor who has
specialised knowledge of overseas property transactions. They can provide guidance
through complex legal matters, making certain compliance with all applicable rules. 

Legal and Financial Considerations
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Beyond FIRB approval, familiarity with Australian property law is important for
overseas investors. This understanding will inform you of your entitlements as a
foreign purchaser. It also allows for consideration of different legal structures and
ownership options available for property investments. Making informed choices
requires a basic knowledge of how things operate.
A further aspect to consider is taxation. The ownership structure chosen will have a
direct effect on tax obligations. Professional guidance will help determine the most
appropriate option for each situation. Tax laws can be intricate, so acquiring
specialist counsel is of real value.

Lastly, planning for transaction costs is essential. Stamp duty and other related
expenses can fluctuate significantly and should be considered within a budget.
Understanding these upfront will help prevent financial surprises. Preparing for
such expenditures allows for more sound decision-making. With awareness of the
importance of FIRB approval, specialist legal counsel, knowledge of Australian
property laws, tax implications and transaction expenses, overseas investors can
approach the Sydney Inner West property market with confidence and a higher
chance of success.

The Buying Process and Key Players

Purchasing property from afar presents its own set of circumstances. For those
focused on the Sydney Inner West, a skilled local agent becomes an invaluable asset,
offering on-the-ground knowledge essential for sound investment choices. Selecting
the correct agent is a vital first step, and it involves knowing what their job entails,
maintaining consistent communication, and confirming their area experience.

The key is to look for an experienced Inner West agent who can guide you through
the complete property purchase process, making it easier to move forward with
confidence. I welcome your conversation to see how I can assist you.
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Investing in property, particularly within
a competitive area such as Sydney’s
Inner West, requires a cautious and well-
planned approach. It’s not simply about
finding a place that looks good; it’s about
safeguarding your investment. Before
making an offer on any property, there’s
work to be done. This preparatory stage
is critical. It’s where the foundation for a
successful investment is set.

One of the first, and most important,
steps is securing the services of a
qualified building inspector. This
individual will examine the property
from top to bottom, providing a detailed
report on its condition. The inspector
looks for things that may not be obvious
to the untrained eye, such as structural
weaknesses, needed repairs, or signs of
potential problems. A report can save
you from unexpected costs and provide
a clear view of the property’s actual
condition, informing your decision to
move forward.

Due Diligence and
Property Inspections
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Investing in property in Sydney’s Inner West offers incredible potential for strong
rental yields and long-term capital growth. However, simply owning an investment
property isn’t enough—you need the right strategies to maximise rental income and
attract high-quality tenants.

As an overseas investor, distance may seem like a challenge, but with smart
planning, professional management, and market insight, you can achieve high
returns while keeping your property in top condition. 

Furnished vs Unfurnished
Long term tennants prefer unfurnished properties so that they can make the
property their home, however if you opt for shorter terms, then definately consider
furnishing the property in neutral tones. Best approach? If your property is near a
university, transport hub, or in a trendy lifestyle suburb, a fully furnished setup
could yield 10-20% more in rental income.

Small Upgrades, Big Returns
A well-maintained property attracts premium tenants and minimises vacancy
periods, by investing a further $10,000 in cosmetic upgrades you can potentially
increase your rental income by 5-10%. consider the following: 
Modern kitchen and bathroom – Tenants prioritise stylish, functional spaces. 
Air conditioning/heating – A must-have in Sydney’s climate. 
High-speed internet setup – Essential for professionals and students. 
Fresh paint and lighting upgrades – A small investment that enhances appeal.

Setting the Right Rent and Leasing Terms
Set your rent based on market comparisons—pricing too high leads to longer
vacancies, while pricing too low means lost income.
Use dynamic pricing: Adjust based on demand fluctuations (e.g., higher rents in
peak seasons or lower during market downturns).
Consider inclusive pricing (e.g., rent + Wi-Fi) to attract tenants who want
convenience.
Short-term rentals (3–6 months) yield higher rent but require more management.
Long-term leases (12+ months) provide stability and reduce turnover costs.
Executive leases (corporate tenants) can secure higher rents with fewer issues.
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Attracting High-Quality Tenants

Professional Photography & Listings
High-quality photos and virtual tours attract more interest and higher-paying
tenants.
Write an engaging property description that highlights unique features (e.g.,
"sun-drenched balcony with city views").

Targeting the Right Audience
Young professionals seek modern apartments with work-from-home potential.
Students prioritize affordability and proximity to public transport.
Families look for properties with good schools, parks, and space.

Property Presentation for Maximum Appeal
Furnished properties should have neutral, stylish décor—avoid overly personal
touches.
Outdoor spaces should be well-maintained—balconies and courtyards can add
significant rental appeal.
Pet-friendly properties attract a larger tenant pool and can justify higher rents.
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Professional Property Management

As an overseas investor, hiring a local property manager ensures your investment is
well-maintained and generates the highest possible returns. A good property
manager charges 5-8% of rental income, but their expertise can increase rent by 10%
or more, making them a worthwhile investment.

Key Benefits of a Property Manager:

Tenant screening – Finding reliable, long-term tenants.1.
Rent collection & financial management – No delays or headaches.2.
Maintenance coordination – Ensuring small issues don’t turn into costly repairs.3.
Legal compliance – Navigating tenancy laws and avoiding disputes.4.
Regular inspections – Protecting your property’s value.5.

Minimizing Costs & Maximizing Tax Benefits
Claim All Deductions
Overseas investors can reduce tax liabilities by claiming: 
Depreciation – Significant deductions on fixtures, fittings, and building structure. 
Property management fees – Fully tax-deductible. 
Loan interest – Reduce taxable income with interest deductions. 
Repairs & maintenance – Claim immediate deductions for property upkeep.

Understanding Foreign Investor Fees
Be aware of foreign owner surcharges and land tax obligations in NSW.
Consider using an Australian-based company structure for tax efficiency.

Investing in Sydney’s Inner West offers overseas investors strong rental yields and
long-term capital growth—but success depends on smart management. By setting
competitive rents, attracting premium tenants, maintaining the property and
optimizing tax deductions, you can maximise your returns while minimising stress.

Partnering with a trusted property manager and financial advisor will ensure your
investment thrives, even from afar. Your Sydney property has the potential to be an
incredible wealth-building asset—manage it wisely and with the right approach,
your property will be high-performing for years to come. 
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I hope this book is useful for you. Investing in a
foreign market, especially an unfamiliar one, can

offer a million different challenges - 
and that’s where I can help.

Call me today and let’s discuss 
your next investment. 
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